
Why Not? Team August 2020 Newsletter 
Dear Why Not? Families: 
 
Welcome to the Why Not? team! We are excited to be back in school and connecting with students and families.  We 
know you are eager for information about what this year will look like and while we don’t have all of the answers yet, we 
did want to share some important points with you. 
 
In an effort to alleviate stress in case we need to go fully remote, our administration made the decision for students to only 
have two core classes at one time (as opposed to the usual four).  Our schedule for this year will be divided into 
quarters,and each quarter will have two terms. During the first term your student will have either Social Studies and Math 
or Science and Language Arts and will switch to the other core courses after the 4 ½ week term.  Student schedules 
should be available soon, and students only need to bring materials for the core classes they have in the given term each 
day. 
 
Another shift due to COVID-19 regulations is that students cannot share class materials.  Therefore, in addition to the 
original supply list, we also must require that student have their own “class supply” bag with the following supplies: 

● Colored pencils 
● Markers 
● Scissors 
● Glue stick 
● Tape 
● Sticky Notes 

 
As with all of the required supplies, if obtaining these extra supplies creates a hardship for any family, please reach out to 
one of the core teachers and we will create a supply bag for your student.  Along with this, if any families feel they are 
able to and would like to donate an extra supply bag for a student, we would greatly appreciate the help.  We realize that 
we are asking a lot of families, but must require it in order to ensure student safety. 
 
It is also imperative that students are able to bring home their chromebooks on the first day they are in school.  In order to 
do this, parents must have completed the forms on the power school parent portal.  These forms can be found on the 
school website under the “families” drop-down menu.  Please contact Julie Brancato in the main office (652- 7103) or 
DNS (652-7050) if you need help getting into the parent portal. 
 
We fully appreciate the stress and excitement that returning to school creates for students and families.  It will be a very 
different experience this year - but we are so happy to be able to be in school with your student, no matter the 
circumstances.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to any of the core teachers with questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
The Why Not? Team Teachers     
 

 

Liz Siddle 
English/LA 
 
652-7141 
esiddle@sbschools.
net 
 

 

Christine St. Clair  
Social Studies 
 
652-7143  
cstclair@sbschools.net  

Phil Elkodsi 
Mathematics 
 
652-7196 
pelkodsi@sbschools.
net 

 

Amelia Lutz  
Science  
 
652-7142 
alutz@sbschools.ne
t  

Mike Hoffman – 
Consulting Teacher  
 
652-7174 
mhoffman@sbschools.ne
t  

Drew Price 
Paraeducator 
 
aprice@sbschools.net 

 

Kaden Perrault 
Student Teacher  
(with Mike Hoffman) 

 

 

Yvette Amblo 
 
7th Grade Guidance 
Counselor 
yamblo@sbschools.n
et 
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Original Why Not? Student Supply List  
 

 
General supplies all students must have: 

● a paper academic planner to keep track of assignments 
● a pencil case with several dozen pencils  
● earbuds or headphones with a microphone 
● a padded, zippered 12” sleeve for their school-issued chromebook. 

 
Phil Elkodsi, math teacher,  requires the following supplies: 

● one three-ring binder with 3 dividers 
● white-lined, loose-leaf, three-hole punched paper  
● one composition book with lined paper 

 
Christine St. Clair, social studies teacher, requires the following supplies: 

● one three-ring binder 
● one single-subject notebook (three-hole punched to fit into the 3-ring binder) 

 
Amelia Lutz, science teacher, requires the following supplies: 

● one composition book with lined paper 140 pages (70 sheets) minimum 
 
Elisabeth Siddle, English/Language Arts teacher, requires the following supplies: 

● one three-ring binder  
● post-it notes/stickies  
● composition notebook or spiral notebook 

 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


